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reduceth twenty families to one: these events, I say, have
exceedingly depopulated this kingdom for several years past.
I should heartily wish, therefore, under this miserable dearth
of money, that those who are most concerned would think
it advisable to save a hundred thousand pounds a year,
which is now sent out of this kingdom, to feed us with
corn. There is not an older or more uncontroverted maxim
in the politics of all wise nations, than that of encouraging
agriculture: and therefore, to what kind of wisdom a prac-
tice so directly contrary among us may be reduced, I am
by no means a judge. If labour and people make the true
riches of a nation, what must be the issue where one part of
the people are forced away, and the other part have nothing
to do?

If it should be thought proper by wiser heads, that his
Majesty might be applied to m a national way, for giving
the kingdom leave to coin halfpence for its own use, I
believe no good subject will be under the least apprehen-
sion that such a request could meet with refusal, or the
least delay. Perhaps we are the only kingdom upon earth,
or that ever was or will be upon earth, which did not enjoy
that common right of civil society, under the proper in-
spection of its prince or legislature, to coin money of all
usual metals for its own occasions. Every petty prince in
Germany, vassal to the Emperor, enjoys this privilege And
I have seen in this kingdom several silver pieces, with the
inscription of CIVITAS WATERFORD, DROGHEDAGH, and
other towns.